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Ed u cat i o n  fo u n d at io n  t o  r ecei v e l ar g est  d o n at io n  in  i t s  h i st o r y

The coffers of t he Sant a Monica-Malibu Educat ion Foundat ion wil l  soon be f i l led wit h an est at e gif t  of $4.8 mil l ion t o est abl ish an
art s endowment , among ot her t hings.

The largess was announced by Sant a Monica-Malibu Educat ion Foundat ion Execut ive Direct or Linda Greenberg Gross at  t he Sant a
Monica -Malibu Unif ied School Dist rict  Board of Educat ion Sept .  20 meet ing.

I t  is t he largest  donat ion in t he organizat ion’s 30-year hist ory.

“This is a t ruly t ransformat ive gif t  for t he Sant a Monica-Malibu Educat ion Foundat ion and our ef fort s t o support  every st udent  at
every school in t he Sant a Monica-Malibu Unif ied School Dist rict ,”  said Greenberg Gross.  “This gif t  wil l  help us cont inue t he great
work t hat  is already happening in our schools,  and i t  wil l  ensure t hat  programs t hroughout  our dist rict  can cont inue in t hese
dif f icult  economic t imes.”

The donat ion come from t he est at e of t he lat e Peggy Bergmann and wil l  be divided int o t wo part s:

Two point  four mil l ion dol lars has been designat ed t o est ablish an art s endowment  for t he purpose of  providing semi-privat e music
inst ruct ion,  as wel l  as t he purchase and maint enance of  musical inst rument s,  for economically disadvant aged st udent s t hroughout
t he dist rict .  The endowment  wil l  be known as t he Peggy Bergmann Art s Endowment  Fund, in memory of Lenore Bergmann and John
Elmer Bergmann.

The ot her $2.4 mil l ion has been designat ed as current -use dol lars t o address educat ion foundat ion’s cri t ical needs wit hin t he
school dist rict .  During t he coming mont hs, superint endent  Sandra Lyon wil l  be working wit h t he newly- formed Superint endent ’s
Advisory Counci l,  made up of  dist rict ,  foundat ion, and communit y leaders,  t o assess t he dist rict ’s most  cri t ical needs in
det ermining t he best  and most  impact ful use of  t hese dol lars.

Bergmann passed away on Dec. 10, 2011. According t o Bruce and Sonya Sult an,  at t orneys for t he est at e of  Peggy Bergmann and
longt ime support ers of t he school dist rict  and of t he educat ion foundat ion,  Ms. Bergmann had learned of  t he dist rict ’s ef fort s t o
provide equit y t o al l  st udent s t hrough a cent ral ized fundraising model,  and she want ed t o j ump st art  t hat  ef fort  wit h t his bequest .

“ I t  was Ms. Bergmann’s hope t hat  t his gi f t  would encourage ot hers t o give large and small  gi f t s t o t he educat ion foundat ion t o
make program equit y a reali t y for al l  chi ldren in t he Sant a Monica-Malibu Unif ied School Dist rict ,”  said Sonya Sult an.

“We are so pleased t o j oin wit h t he foundat ion t o announce t his magnif icent  gif t  t hat  wi l l  have an enormous ef fect  on our schools
t oday and in perpet uit y,”  added Lyon. “As st at e funding for publ ic educat ion cont inues t o decline, i t ’s never been more import ant
t hat  we seek support  from our communit ies t o ensure cont inued excel lence in our schools.  This is a t remendous st ep in t hat
direct ion.”

The Bergmann bequest  arrives at  a t ime when t he school dist rict  is moving t oward a cent ral ized fundraising model in which t he
educat ion foundat ion broadens it s focus f rom event s and annual appeals t o maj or and planned gif t s t hat  wi l l  creat e sust ainabil it y
for import ant  programs at  schools t hroughout  t he dist rict .

Cult ivat ion of long-t erm relat ionships,  such as t he one t hat  result ed in t his gif t ,  is now a core focus of  t he foundat ion’s cent ral ized
fundraising ef fort s, said a foundat ion spokeswoman.

“Gift s l ike t his one -  t hose t hat  impact  st udent s and schools dist rict -wide -  have t o be our focus i f  we are t o achieve equit y in our
dist rict  and give al l  st udent s opport unit ies t o succeed,”  Greenberg Gross said.
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